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eMB-Pigs – what is it?

• A web based recording system providing all pig producers with a 
range of options for recording all or part of their medicines use.

• Soft launch 18th April 2016

• App version to follow?



eMB-Pigs. Why has it been developed?

• The industry have asked for it

• Instigated by PHWC representing all sectors of the pig industry

• VMD & AHDB Pork driven workgroup

• Need to collect and collate antibiotic use data

• ESVAC requirements in the near future

• Pig industry criticised as high user of Abs

• No accurate data

• RT requirements



eMB-Pigs What will it do?

• Can be used as a substitute for all paper medicines records

• Covers single and group administration, feed usage and routine 
applications (vaccines etc)

• Alternatively simply enter Ab use by product and quantity at time intervals 
= additional work

• Upload excel spreadsheets from farm office records

• Whichever method is used it will provide a total Ab use over a set time 
period for inclusion in VHP and ultimately anonymised submission to VMD 
via Pig hub

• Will receive feed supply data from compounders.

• RT compliant. 



eMB-Pigs Where will the data go?

• Submitted to Pig Hub password protected– as with eML2 data

• Accessible by producer and authorised individuals ie vets (read only)

• Reports downloadable by registered user

• AHDB Pork will consolidate Ab use data and submit to VMD for 
further submission to ESVAC as anticipated.



eMB-Pigs – what are the concerns?

• Workload – double entry

• ‘Old MacDonald had a form’

• Will it work?

• Will it be used?  - 6 month review

• Security of data

• Identification of high users

• Identification of high prescribers

• Get used to it!



eMB-Pigs – why should we bother?

• We have got to start acting to counter the negative publicity around 
pig farming and Ab use

• Data is power

• If you don’t measure it………

• Provides a consistent format for data collection

• Reports expressed in a form that is comparable with other Countries 
(expected ESVAC demands)

• Be under no illusion – Ab use in pigs is under threat and as such so 
are many pig farms.


























